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Bhārata, that is (seen as) India, is the Bhārata 
CONCEPT NOTE 

 
At the very end of S.S. Rajamoulī’s blockbuster movie, Bāhubali 2: The Conclusion, a 
child is heard asking a man, “Dādā, will the son of Mahendra Bāhubalī become the King 
of Māhiṣmatī after him?" The Man replied, “Who knows? And how would I know what 
goes on in Lord Śiva’s mind.” This statement in the film is very significant in order to 
understand what the idea of Bhārata is all about. It conveys all that can be said about 
the philosia that it has conceived within its fabric since time immemorial. It simply means 
that the one who deserves kingship or the seat of excellence and bears a sense of 
responsibility for all will only take over. To be the son of a King is not an adequate 
qualification to be a king. What is required is the character, the knowledge and the 
desired performance in action.  
  
So, Bhārata, that is, India or India, that is, Bhārata, is nothing but a matter of perspective 
seen in the relevantly correct setting. Shakespeare has said in his play, Romeo and Juliet – 
“What's in a name? that which we call a rose/By any other name would smell as sweet.” 
But it is possible only when the person has got in his hands the real rose flower itself. 
It is a very significant point in the sense that any name will do if you have the original 
source in your understanding and knowledge; call it Bhārata or Āryāvarta or Hindustān 
or Jambūdvīpa or Bhāratavarṣa or Meluhā or anything else. But if by any reason 
someone has missed out the knowledge of the original, then whatever name is used in 
its place is certain to carry all other aspects to be the political, ideological, conspiratorial 
and colonial. This is why no two words can ever be synonymously though used in our 
general vocabulary as an equivalence of each other. Thus, those who know Bhārata 
would never like it to be called by any other name, for the other name will automatically 
bring the foreignness within its circumference and thereby getting it polluted in its very 
sanctity and sacredness of being the original source. 
 
It is an acknowledged fact that Bhārata is not a geographical entity; it is rather a name 
for the search of truth in life and existence. People in the past have rigorously worked 
in this direction and brought out a live philosoia, which culminated and blossomed to 
the full in human consciousness. Not only this, the conception of the same had created 
a society based on those value system and knowledge. Anything otherwise, if seen or 
understood in any work of art and literature can be anything but never the one that can 
be called the Bhārata. The name India, though sanctioned constitutionally, should not 
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be used synonymously with Bhārata as it does carry all other social, political and 
ideological axiomatic reverberations that automatically appear in its own exclusive 
vocabulary through which people carve out their perspectives and thus define their 
world accordingly. 
 
In fact, Bhārata is a journey of life that sees all aspects of life in its holistic formulation. 
In other words, Bhārata accepts life in its totality by approaching it from ‘within’, not 
from ‘without’. Whenever the axis of looking at life from the intrinsic center is missed 
out, the result will automatically become something that has nothing to do with what is 
perennial and eternal value system as Bhārata has known, and its people having imbibed 
the same since thousands of years. What is traditionally known as rituals, sacraments, 
and etiquettes herein have their roots in the deeper experiences of the people of the 
past, who involved themselves deeply in the interior landscape of human consciousness 
and thus reached the ultimate blossoming of their consciousness/existence.  
 
Adversely, the modern century has carved out many lenses through which the 
worldview (of literature and society) is seen and thus presented before the world in 
which the actual area in grey colour is felt when the users themselves do not know 
where to apply what, for they remain naively unaware about the original source. As a 
result, someone might use the modern theories like psychoanalysis, deconstruction, 
feminism, hermeneutics (typical occidental approaches in nature) in order to understand 
the texts and the contexts that do not coincide with the same soil and thus have no 
referentially valid connection with the orientally fertile land. Vice versa may also be 
fallaciously exercised with the same purpose. Both the approaches would be 
inappropriate and inadequate only because they are mistakenly used with what they are 
not meant for. For example: nobody can see through the ears nor can anybody hear 
from the eyes and doing the same will bring what cannot sensibly be acquiesced. 
 
Now, if these standpoints are not taken into consideration, all that can be thought and 
spoken even after watching the life style of its people closely will be a misleading 
reception. Experiences if not experienced cannot be decoded as they are. And when 
anyone studies the Bhāratīya culture and its tradition, what becomes natural is the distorted 
version to be proposed by the onlookers. That’s why it is often seen that, on the one 
hand, there are texts that deal with the Bhāratīyatā within its canon and context, while, 
on the other hand, there are others that do away with it. With the latter, Bhāratīyatā is 
missed out, and what is caught as a result may be anything, but never that which can be 
called as the Bhārata.    
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For example, if one excludes the angle of Dharma from the epics like Rāmāyaṇa and 
Mahābhārata, one will find everything else other than what might not go in consonance 
with the idea of Bhārata. For instance, Krishna’s instigation of Arjuna to slay may be 
understood as him being a murderer, if the knowledge of the soul being immortal 
remains a far-fetched reality as in many other cases Lord Krishna is blamed to be a liar, 
a crook, a flirt, a politician etc. The character of Draupadī has invited a great deal of 
discussion in the modern time. Does the modern time consider her to be a pious wife 
of five men? Or it has some otherwise opinions. We should know that, in Bhāratīya 
paramparā, she has been considered to be one among five most sacred women in the 
history. It is sure that all the ideas spoken about her in the present times have ignored 
the angle where she has been seen as the pinnacle of femininity and inner balance. The 
two versions available about here do not seem to meet, hence the justice denied. In 
Rāmāyaṇa, all the questions which people are asking today have never been asked by 
Sīta herself. To understand the bond between the two, a sati like Sīta and a puruṣottama 
like Rām shall be the requisites, the absence of what will do nothing but to digress and 
distort the very lesson these epics are here or there to offer. Although questions may 
be raised even by those who have nothing to do with an understanding of these 
characters from their side, one thing will be definite that the version coming out of such 
approaches will have nothing to do with what Bhārata is. This is the why, when the idea 
of Dharma is kept aside, Vibhīṣaṇa, one of the most neglected characters in human 
society, has been thought to be an infiltrator/perpetrator, not a Dharma Purush. 
 
To take some contemporary examples in this regard, talking of the feminist as well as 
the subaltern discourse will be of a great significance. We see that todays’ marriage 
system has reached a point where bond of love has, in fact, collapsed and thus seems 
to disappear from many sides. This is why Domestic Act 2005 along with other 
additional ones have come into the constitutional provisions. Keeping in view the 
current scenarios in the marriage system, these acts are mandatory requirements. They 
certainly restrain the foul from happening to some extent. But they were never nor 
could they ever be a part of the conception of the idea of the marriage when it was 
conceived and thus formulated. In Bhārata, the concept of Ardhanārīśvara has been 
conceived thousands of years ago. In this, both the masculine and feminine energies 
have equally been respected and thus accepted. A man and a woman used to get ready 
to be tied in the bond of the nuptial knot only when they were ready to work together 
for the upliftment of their consciousness. This was the sole purpose in it. There was no 
question of taking promises from each other for this life and many lives in the womb 
of future. They used to complement each other; they were in fact existentially one which 
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they were just exploring. But if someone keeps all these dimensions excluded from this 
system and starts understanding the relation, it will be nothing but a wild-goose-chase 
which it has become now.   
 
Similarly, the debate in the Subaltern especially the Dalit Studies today is hovering 
around the pain and agony of those who have been oppressed in the name of caste 
since years. But the basic understanding of the key terms therein is missing. Like, a 
Śūdra is not the one who was not allowed in the temples, but the ones who did not 
have the eligibility to do so only because they were not able to sublimate themselves 
from their elves. This was why they were prohibited from entering the temples which 
were the places for inner transformation in the past. The cacophony in the debate is the 
result of the entire gamut having been confused between what is varṇa and what is 
caste. All these aspects need to be thoroughly studied and understood in order to 
decode what is what, only then what is required will the on the horizon of human 
understanding.  
 
If you catch the knack of their genesis, you may extract the values of Bhārata, but if 
otherwise, all that one gets will be nothing but Abhāratīya. Like, one may rightly say that 
the Ganges is very polluted and impious at Kāśī, but going back to its very genesis 
(udgam sthal) at the Gangotrī will reveal it in its purest form which is beyond all versions 
and perversions. 
 
In this way, we have an understanding of the Bhārata in its multifaceted forms where 
EACH VERSION IS NOT JUSTIFIABLE AND CORRECT. This is the axis on 
which the 6th edition of the Ad Litteram Journal is inviting well researched manuscripts - 
research papers, reviews, articles, monographs, poems, interviews etc. – for its 
December 2021 issue. What the scholars are supposed to do is to approach any genre 
– films, web series, drama, novel, fiction, poetry, newspaper, newsletter, social media, 
debates, etc. – and think over them on what they can call Bhāratīya, and what is 
otherwise. This Bhārata is the need of the time when the world can be looked at as 
being a complete mess. Bhārata can extinguish the burning problems and heal Achilles’ 
heel and the same thus needs to be inculcated to bring the harmony to the world ahead. 
 
 
Notes to the Scholars: 

1. Abstract submission in about 400-500 words is mandatory; 
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2. If the abstract is approved by the board, only then the full paper has to be 
submitted as per the guidelines.  

3. The scholars need to adhere to the aspects of referencing strictly.  
 
The General Guidelines for framing out the research paper: 

1. Manuscripts not adhering to the guidelines for referencing would be out rightly rejected. 

2. Research Articles should be about 2,500-3,000 words. 

3. Book reviews/poems/short fiction should not exceed 1500 words. 

4. Articles should be submitted in MS Word format along with Abstract and the Keywords. 

5. Please provide 4 to 6 keywords which can be used for indexing purposes. 

6. The article must start with the title in bold, 14 pt, aligned in the centre. Use one 

paragraph break and then write the author(s)’ name(s), affiliation and e-mail 

address(es). Font size: 10 pt, aligned on the right. 

7. Kindly place 'Notes' at the bottom of the page, numbered consecutively in Arabic 

numbers. Do not use notes for bibliographical references. 

8. Diagrams and/or figures must be included within the main body of the text. 

9. At the end of the Bibliography/References leave a double paragraph break and write a 

short bio-sketch of about 50 words. 

10. Author (s) should follow the latest edition of APA style for in-text citation and 

referencing. Kindly visit www.apastyle.org to know more about the APA style. 

11. Copyright permission to quote from or reproduce copyright material must be obtained 

in advance by the author. Where photographs or figures are reproduced, 

acknowledgement of source and copyright should be given in the caption. 

 

 

Submit your entries online http://adlitteramjournal.com/submit-papers/ or send the 

same directly to adlitteramjournal@gmail.com 
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Feel free to contact any time on +91 9999851780 0r +91 8802161429. For details, 

visit the official website: www.adlitteramjournal.com 
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