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CONCEPT NOTE 

 

SITUATING POSTMODERNIST DISCOURSE IN INDIAN CONTEXT: LITERATURE, 

CULTURE AND PHILOSOPHY 

 

Modernism was generally the name given to the earthquake in European culture in the first half of 

the 20th century which undermined many aesthetic tenets and principles throughout arts. T. S. Eliot, 

James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, Ezra Pound, Marcel Proust, Stéphane Mallarmé, Bertolt Brecht, Franz 

Kafka, and Tristan Tzara in literature; Arnold Schoenberg, Anton Webern, Igor Stravinsky, and 

Charles Ives in music; Marcel Duchamp, Pablo Picasso, and Wassily Kandinsky in art and 

movements like Futurism, Dadaism, Surrealism, Cubism, Constructivism and Imagism ushered in 

experimentation and innovative modes of representation. But the postmodernism goes one step 

ahead from what the modernism has done in terms of celebrating what has been regretted by the 

later. Thus, instead of lamenting the loss of the past, the fragmentation of existence, and the collapse 

of selfhood, postmodernism embraces the characteristics as a new form of social existence and 

behaviour. The difference between modernism and postmodernism is therefore best seen as a 

difference in mood or attitude, rather than chronological difference or a different set of aesthetic 

practices. Here the prefix 'post' suggests a critical engagement with modernism, rather than claiming 

the end of modernism, otherwise it can seem that modernism has been overturned, superseded or 

replaced. 

 

Postmodernism pits reasons in the plural -  fragmented and incommensurable -  against the 

universality of modernism and the long-standing concept of the human self as a subject within a 

single unified reason. It represents a decline of faith in the key stones of the enlightenment - belief 

in the infinite progress of knowledge, belief in infinite moral and social advancement, belief in 

teleology and its rigorous definition of the standards of intelligibility, coherence and legitimacy. 

Consequently, postmodernism seeks local or provisional rather than universal and absolute forms 

of legitimation. Its obsession with fragments or fractures is a resistance to the totalizing system which 

seeks to explain everything under a single rubric. Postmodern knowledge is provisional and 

dependent upon the context of enquiry. But the basic questions still remain the same: Is it a concept 
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or a practice or a matter of local style or a whole new period or economic face? What are its forms, 

effects and places? How are we supposed to recognize its advent? Does postmodernism bring a great 

shift, if so, what importance it plays in our life? Does it really deliver anything at all? Are we beyond 

modernism truly? 

 

The mid and after phases of the twentieth century that witnessed an upsurge of ‘incredulity towards 

meta-narratives/grand-narratives’ by marking the mood of skepticism and indeterminacy in all walks 

of life, have been understood as Postmodernism. Celebration of uncertainty and fragmentation is its 

crux and the emergence of the same became a trend in the Western Society, Culture and Literature 

during 1970s and 80s. The Renaissance (rightly termed as ‘Early Modern’) saw everything 

(grand/meta – narratives) as an order or coherence but contrary to that postmodernism seeks to 

celebrate chaos and incoherence.  

 

Is it only the difference of mood or attitude or philosophy? What is Postmodernism then? Do we 

actually need it? Does this dismantling view (postmodernism) get fitted in the Indian context?  If yes, 

then, to what extent Indian ethos, society, culture and literature have been affected or unaffected by 

the currently prevailing body of ideas? Can plurality, fragmentation, uncertainty and self-reflexivity 

be celebrated particularly in Indian context? What will be the challenges and changes before Indian 

mind? Does postmodernist literature raise the problems of the marginalized Indians or it is just a 

nihilistic movement?  

 

The questions/analyses that shape the papers for the current issue may be innumerable taking into 

consideration a text or texts, a philosophic doctrine, or a situation which must occupy the focal points 

of exploration in this particular edition of the journal. 

 

Following are the relevant areas of studies (sub-themes), but papers are not restricted to them only; 

they are mere suggestive points of references for the upcoming research papers: 
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 Understanding Modernism & Postmodernism: Indian context 

 Grand/ Meta Narratives in Indian Context 

 The Impact of Modernism/Postmodernism on Indian Literature, Culture, Society and 

Philosophy 

 Postmodernism and the problems of the marginalized in India 

 Postmodernism and Gender Studies in India 

 Postmodernism and Postcolonialism: comparison, contrast and the question of power and 

politics 

 Postmodernism and the question of Truth/Truths in India 

 Postmodern Pluralism and Indian Pluralism 

 Pluralism or Multiculturalism 

 Postmodernism and the question of Indian Cultural Identity  

 

The General Guidelines for framing out the research paper: 

1. Manuscripts not adhering to the guidelines for referencing would be out rightly rejected. 

2. Research Articles should be about 3000-5000 words. 

3. Book reviews/poems/short fiction should not exceed 1500 words. 

4. Articles should be submitted in MS Word format along with Abstract and the Keywords. 

5. Please provide 4 to 6 keywords which can be used for indexing purposes. 

6. The article must start with the title in bold, 14 pt, aligned in the centre. Use one 

paragraph break and then write the author(s)’ name(s), affiliation and e-mail 

address(es). Font size: 10 pt, aligned on the right. 

7. Kindly place 'Notes' at the bottom of the page, numbered consecutively in Arabic 

numbers. Do not use notes for bibliographical references. 

8. Diagrams and/or figures must be included within the main body of the text. 

9. At the end of the Bibliography/References leave a double paragraph break and write a 

short bio-sketch of about 50 words. 
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10. Author (s) should follow the latest edition of APA style for in-text citation and 

referencing. Kindly visit www.apastyle.org to know more about the APA style. 

11. Copyright permission to quote from or reproduce copyright material must be obtained 

in advance by the author. Where photographs or figures are reproduced, 

acknowledgement of source and copyright should be given in the caption. 

 

Submit your entries online http://adlitteramjournal.com/submit-papers/ or send the same directly 

to adlitteramjournal@gmail.com 

 

Feel free to contact any time on +91 9999851780  

 

For details, visit the official website: www.adlitteramjournal.com 
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