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INTRODUCTION:  

 is a novel by William Golding, a Nobel Prize winning British author 

published in 1954. The novel focuses on a group of British boys who goes on an uninhabited 

island after shipwreck and their disastrous attempt to govern themselves on the island where 

human aspects are symbolized in many ways. There are several themes including the tension 

between groupthink and individuality, between rational and emotional reactions, savage and 

civilization, quest for humanity and between morality and immorality. This is one of the best 

plays by Golding. The major conflict in  is the struggle between Jack and 

Ralph. The fight for who will lead the island or the fight for power represents the clash 

between a peaceful democracy, as symbolized by Ralph, and a violent dictatorship, as 

symbolized by Jack. It also indicates that human beings made the island worse; there is 

hidden meaning of civilization from the starting, how the power politics started on this 

universe and how human beings became barbaric due to ambition. Both boys have potential 

leadership quality of the e

at first without objection, as the plot develops their rivalry grows and intensifies until it is a 

struggle to the death that includes a lot of changes in the behavior of boys. Ralph and Jack 

(and the boys who align themselves with each) have different perceptions towards life that 

represent different values and different aspects of human nature. Ralph represents respect 

for the law, duty, reason, and the protection of the weak as a civilized being, whereas Jack 

represents barbaric side as violence, cruelty, mob rule, government through fear, and tyranny 
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weaken and crumble until he is cast out and hunted, the story seems to be showing us that 

minute of the play by the naval officer, is a representative of civilization. The fact is disclosed 

that a global war is taking place underlines the idea that civilization itself is under serious 

threat from the forces of violence. Thus the play is showing many aspects of life as dark and 

bright, savage and civilized and searching for the harmony between them. 

 

LORD OF THE FLIES: A QUEST FOR HARMONY:  

The fable as well as fiction describes the behavior of a group of boys who have been 

marooned on an uninhabited island. Some of the boys remain disciplined but other become 

brutal and the story is symbolical or allegorical. It shows that evil is inherent in the human 

nature. The novelist rejected the traditional view that boys are innocent. It reminds the 

Biblical Story of Original Sin in the Garden of Eden. According to David Anderson: 

 

As the fiction begins, Ralph the central-figure or hero of the novel and a son of Royal Naval 

Officer, finds himself on an island where there is no one. After sometime, he views a boy, 

Piggy and soon they become friend. Ralph is optimistic and has faith in his father that he will 

come to the island and rescue all the boys. Piggy is pessimistic and has no faith in it. They 

find a shell or conch and after many efforts, Ralph could produce a sound from the conch. 

Many more boys appear in response. There are brown-haired boys, fair-haired boys and 

black-haired boys. Then a group of choir-boys appears. The leader of the choir is Jack, one 

of the two major characters of the allegory. Ralph desires for the leadership of the whole 

boys. Jack proposes himself for the same but boys elected Ralph as the leader. So, the conch 
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is a symbol of order, authority, democracy, disciplin

 

The boys are very happy as there is an order and law on the island. The order is a symbol 

of civilized society and state and it is there. They have a sense of pride because they are living 

as the best people of England. There is happiness, cooperation, system, order, protection, 

patriotism etc. and finally the boys are living in an order.  

English: and the 

 

Ralph suggests the importance of fire and smoke at the top of island. In a form of a leader, 

he advocates that it is a symbol of their existence and if anybody would notice, it would be 

the last time of their there on island. 

may not notice us. Some must make on the top of the mountain. We must make a fire. The 

fire also serves a very powerful purpose in the moral allegory. For it is a symbol of release or 

happiness or liberty as well as a symbol of destruction and sadness: as it is in the thread of 

the story of the fiction. 

Further, there begins disorder, lawlessness by a group of the boys and the leader is Jack. 

Ralph is very much shocked and thinks of law and order among the boys. The novelist 

expresses his own philosophy as: 

What are we? Humans? Or animals? Or Savages? 

Jack and his fellows paint their faces. The painted-face serves as a symbol of savagery and 

wildness. Jack and his fellows become the violators of the rules of the leader, Ralph. Jack is 

now a symbol of evil power in man and represents evil as Ralph refers well. According to the 

temper of Jack, his follower, Roger, releases a rock and it kills Piggy. The conch shatters into 
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dead body has been carried by the waves far into the sea. Jack and his followers make the 

forest on fire. Ralph is now fugitive and is running for the sake of his life. 

He forgot his wounds, his hunger and his thirst, and become fear; hopeless fear of flying-fit 

rushing through the forest towards the open beach. 

Thereafter, it appears that good is defeated by evil. Ralph stumbles and falls down on the 

sandy-beach. He now cries for mercy. Looking up, Ralph finds a Naval Officer standing close 

to the spot where he has fallen down. At last rescue has come and the harmony is 

accomplished. Thus, E.M. Forster opines on the long narrative moral, symbolical and 

allegorical story in prose, as: 

 

 

THE MERITS AND THE DEMERITS OF THE LORD OF THE FLIES

Like all the works of literature, the most famous novel of William Golding (1911-1993), the 

Lord of the Flies (1954), has its merits and demerits. It is not a pure novel and it is an allegory: 

neither political nor historical but moral. It has its own philosophy. The long narrative story 

da  

 

The Merits 

(a)  It is a good long narrative story. 

(b) It has a well-knit plot and structure. 

(c) It has a moral lesson that is for the reader. 

(d) The language and the words are easy to understand. 

(e) The dialogues are forceful and impressive and 

             The art of characterization is original: living small boys.  

(f) Romantic-setting: on an uninhabited island. 

(g) The sense of suspense or unexpected ending. 
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(i) The use of symbols: Personal and Impersonal. 

(j) The contemporary theme: power corrupts man. 

(k)It has an apt title and suggests the whole story. 

(l) The novel has the Poetic Justice. 

(m) It has a philosophy and it deals with the human emotions of life, 

death, love, hate and anger etc... 

 
The Demerits 

(a) It is all about small boys and has lack of the mature and old persons. 

(b) It has its narrow-setting: an uninhabited island. 

(c) It has not a very good plot-construction. 

(d) It is not a pure novel but an allegory. 

(e) The use of symbols makes the novel obscure. 

(f) The title is highly symbolical and lacks a clear meaning. 

(g) It has more preaching and less story. 

(h)  It has not a proper beginning, middle and end. 

(i) It has lack of organic unity. 

(j) It is less a narrative and more a fantasy. 

Though the young boys were in a place which is far from corruption affected them. Even 

though they were out of external evil impact but still the evil disturbed all the boys. The 

inherently present evil is inside human being, the insatiable thirst to conquer and to tame the 

external anyhow unleashes itself, which leads to the destruction of both nature and the order 

and harmony provided through it. This paper presents the view to have balanced harmony 

in between good and bad nature in the context of Golding's novel, and how the nature within 

becomes a threat to the nature surrounding.  

 



Ad Litteram: An English Journal of International Literati  
(Peer-Reviewed) 

December 2019: Volume 4                                                                         ISSN: 2456 6624 
  

                Gospel of Equipoise: Searching Threads of Harmony  103 

The fable as well as fiction describes the behavior 

of a group of boys who have been marooned on an uninhabited island. Some of the boys 

remain disciplined but other become brutal and the story is symbolical or allegorical. It shows 

that evil is inherent in the human nature. The novelist rejected the traditional view that boys 

are innocent. It reminds the Biblical Story of Original Sin in the Garden of Eden. According 

to David Anderson: 

 

absence of God from the center of human consciousness is 

 

 

Thereafter, it appears that good is defeated by evil. Ralph stumbles and falls down on the 

sandy-beach. He now cries for mercy. Looking up, Ralph finds a Naval Officer standing close 

to the spot where he has fallen down. At last rescue has come. Thus, E.M. Forster opines on 

the long narrative moral, symbolical and allegorical story in prose, as: 

 

Important Quotes: William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 
 

Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man's heart, and the fall through the 
 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 

 
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 
 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 
 

 
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
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 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

  
 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 

  
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 

the English are best at everythi  
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 
 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 

-
 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 
 beast." [...] "What I mean is, maybe it's only 

 
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 
 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 

 
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 
 " shouted Ralph, "you're breaking the rules!" 

 
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
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between them. Make your own choice. They contradict each other, the various choices. 
The only choice that really matters, the only interpretation of the story, if you want one, is 
your own. Not your teacher's, not your professor's, not mine, not a critic's, not some 
authority's. The only thing that matters is, first, the experience of being in the story, moving 
through it. Then any interpretation you like. If it's yours, then that's the right one, because 
what's in a book is not what an author thought he put into it, it's what the reader gets out of 

 
 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 
 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 

you hate him but you can't stop thinking about him. You kid yourself he's all right really, 
an' then when you see him again; it's like ast  

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 
 

CONCLUSION:  

William Golding once said that in writing Lord of the Flies he aimed to trace society's flaws 

back to their source in human nature. By leaving a group of English schoolboys to fend for 

them on a remote jungle island, Golding creates a kind of human nature laboratory in order 

to examine what happens when the constraints of civilization vanish and raw human nature 

takes over. Golding through entire events and characters presented in a way tries to offer the 

`anthropocentric' attitude of man. He brilliantly depicts this destructive and barbaric attitude 

of man to nature. Human  inherent cruel nature is so dominant that the island is 

completely out of the influence of outer sources; even then they destroy the forest, animals, 

man and the civilized order of harmony. This approach makes man claim everything for 

him, forgetting that nature is a separate self-balancing entity.  
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They start living as innocent boys on the island but soon all innocence is lost and the inner 

evil, which exists within humans, overpowers, and what we see is destruction and anarchy. 

This may be the effect of the world war on the writer, which gave the idea that no law can 

hold the darkness within human. The novel also highlights how this evil in human tries to 

control everything, including nature. The lust for power destroys both the external order 

created by man and the internal order and harmony of nature. He has brilliantly shown the 

`anthropocentric' nature of man. Man has inherent nature of desire to achieve power that 

moves to destroy everything, even the very source of his existence. With the help of this 

group of boys, as an allegory, Golding tries to picture the havoc which the inherent evil in 

man has brought down upon nature. In fact, the novel is all about the failure of man to 

establish order and harmony. The boys become the representatives of the culture and 

civilization from which they have come. Even while living away from the civilized world in 

the folds of nature, the boys run into conflicts and end up in quest of the harmony of nature.  
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