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INTRODUCTION 

ALL are potentially divine on the earth but only fever of voluptuous life based on the materialistic 

goals has blinded a preponderance of people all over the world under curtain of the ignorance which 

has hidden the embryonic supremacy that is intrinsic in all and sundry from the very sunup of life. 

Credence of the East-West spiritual promulgation is apparent massively which is always ready to 

demonstrate the fundamental philosophy of the spirituality that simply can bring our peace and 

prosperity back on the earth amid the innumerable hindrances without caring the geographical 

limitations of the Oriental and the Occidental. Lyrics of the American poetess, Emily Dickinson 

(1830-1886); and the Indian, Sarojini Naidu (1879-1949) have established the ground of oneness in 

all from the point of view of perpetuity of ecstasy of being, based on the spirituality on the earth. 

Geographical boundaries are merely an illusion: the basic philosophy of the spiritual life is 

amalgamated among all, and when we contemplate on the East and the West in this context, a 

similarity is apparent between the two, both of them strive for an establishment of life on the earth 

for immeasurable joy of the whole. 

LUST OF THE MATERIALISTIC GAIN 

Our birth is a boon on the earth; we came from afar to accomplish the duty assigned for the harmony 

of the universe but lust of the individual materialistic gain creates hindrance, and turns life into a 

gigantic dilemma, anguish, and castigation. Instead of feeling blessed with life, man feels angst, 

despair, disappointment, fever, restiveness; and laments and complains for not sufficiently providing 

the sources for the ecstasy of life. Human beings are not geared up to accept their own ingenuous 

account, estimate, and state: throughout they suffer, wait, lament, expect, and in the process end lives; 
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finally close eyes having nothing in hand but left behind the counterfeit story of anxiety and fever of 

life that was created by themselves, which de facto, was a boon on the earth undercurrent of the 

mutual connection between aficionado and deity. 

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY OF THE EAST AND THE WEST 

Writings of the American writers, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau and Walt 

Whitman; and the writings from the writers of India, Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda and 

Transcendentalism is nothing but an acceptance of the superiority of the spiritual over material. 

Vedantic philosophy of H. D. Thoreau clears the obstacles of the bliss of life through the 

manifestation of the divinity in all. W. Whitman declares oneness of all in the prospect of the body 

and the soul, which is the whole of the source of jubilation of life in the world. Dickinson and Naidu 

from America and India respectively, are not exceptional in the concern of the proclamation of the 

ascendancy of the consecrated life on the earth for elation of an individual as well as the whole 

mankind. 

 

Dickinson is a poetess of everlasting beauty in the field of the Nineteenth Century American 

literature. Her poems are teeny-weeny lyrics, not a cold comfort piece of art but they are the subject 

of the spiritual and divine contemplation, self-realization, or self-discovery on the several thought-

patterns, or various themes including the theme of life and death, joy and fear, and material and 

spiritual. Lyric is a remarkable form of poetry and by it, the poetess expresses her intense personal 

emotions, usually in short poems divided into stanzas. The tone is of a singing voice, pure, light and 

free but not dazzling or extremely charged with emotion. Her lyrics are a journey from the 

materialistic world into the world of spirituality. She composed her lyrics for the expression of her 

devotional feelings and emotions. Something of simplicity of Wordsworth and Longfellow; 

philosophy of Emerson and Thoreau; and artistic and thematic characteristics of Naidu and Tagore, 

we have there in the writings of her. If we consider Naidu as the Nightingale of India, then Dickinson 
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is, without any doubt, Nightingale of America: her lyrics are musical, intellectual, thoughtful, 

emotional, spiritual and peerless.  Writes, Dr. Egbert: e has a turn of wit, a sense of wording, a 

sureness of feeling, a passionate grasp of life  

- cepted beliefs. Undoubtedly, her 

poetry bears the quality of paradox. Dickinson never married, lived at home all her life; much of the 

time rather narrowly within her family-circle but her significant life was interior, as her poems 

indicate. She began writing poems during her twenties and her poetic output became very large 

during thirties. Her poems number about 1800, many of which she left in incomplete-form on a 

variety of themes including eternal life in connection with Maker. Sri Chinmoy opines on the poetess: 

. One short poem of hers is enough to give 
1  

-rooted in human life. Complex problems of life engaged Di

attention, and she gave expression to her thoughts, feelings and awareness in these poetic-

 her lyrics, and strived on the goal of self-

discovery. Her poems deal with almost everything

who lived a life of seclusion and detachment; who kept herself isolated from social, economic, 

political, cultural and intellectual contacts and companionship could write with such ease, grace and 

grasp on the complex-problems of life.  

Dickinson contributed very much for the development of human soul through her metrical 

compositions. Because I could not stop for death, after great pain a formal feeling comes, the last night 

! Who 

are some remarkable 

examples of her poetic contribution to the American literature of the nineteenth century. 
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BECAUSE I COULD NOT STOP FOR DEATH 

stopped for her. The poetess accepts God her lover as Meera Bai of Lord Krishna in India. Therefore, 

his carriage is 

Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient. The destination of this carriage is the immortality. 

Affinity, curiosity and attentiveness of the poetess make it clear that zero fear is there to the death in 

her which is knocking that she readily, is eager to open for a blending of completeness and salvation. 

Dickinson explicates:            

          

     He kindly stopped for me;       

     The carriage held but just ourselves     

      2 

Fearlessness to the death is the key-note of the present lyric in which we have a mystic concept of the 

She knows that this is not real death because the Soul is a part of the Over-Soul: both are immortals. 

also symbolically adjusted in the poem which creates mysticism throughout the atmosphere of the lyric. 

AFTER GREAT PAIN A FORMAL FEELING COMES 

In After Great Pain a Formal Feeling Comes, Dickinson expresses her idea that after suffering more 

and more, or after experiences of tough pain, she had been aware of the presence and the existence 

of God. Role of meditation and awareness is very significant in her life through which she could her 

vision and revision. Excess of the pain which came from this exercise led to loss of the feelings of pain 

because nothing worse can happen. During process of the contemplation, her conscience became very 

motionless and thoughtless like that of the monument erected to memorialize the dead. Tombs 

reinforce the idea of the funeral, and also suggest an insensitive state, a sense of isolation. Course of 

accomplishment of the entrance into the spiritual world from the material world is a painful one as it 
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requires endurance, patience, sacrifice and determination, and that is a reason why everyone cannot 

enter into the world of eternal mirth from the world of never-ending suffering. But this achievement 

of isolation is so delightful and rapturous that we forget the pain which we felt during separation-time. 

Hence, the poetess shares her experience that she separated herself from this materialistic-world and 

became a spiritual-lady after great pain. She asserts:        

          

     3 

THE BRAIN IS WIDER THAN THE SKY  

Charismatic power of the brain of man reverberates its divinity. Countless subjects are put together 

into it with full distinction to one another. There is no violation of identity among all the subjects in 

the brain. It is amazing and the most powerful contribution of Maker to man, can turn a heaven into 

hell, and a hell into heaven. Every brain contains its own universe including innumerable worlds of 

a variety of objects without crisis of the overlapping of the identity. We live in our own mental 

universe that makes a difference: feeling of awe or mirth depends not over the circumstances and 

differently. Dickinson sings the glory of the brain in the following lines:   

  e Brain is wider than the Sky- 

  The Brain is deeper than the sea  

  The Brain is just the weight of God  4 

himself, or she with herself. Identity is hidden under dirt of the materialism, and the fever of the 

world. The poetic qualities and her metrical-patterns are outstanding because she has expressed the 

whole into a little, and reached her goal of realization of the self and God. Her small lyrics bear the 

deeper philosophy of the metaphysical nature. Lyrics are moving, impressive and outstanding. It is 
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the spiritual philosophy of her lyrics which has established Dickinson in the form of an immortal 

figure in the history of the American literature as well as world-literature. 

CS: SPIRITUALITY                

of the nineteenth century on the theme of spirituality. She was a distinguished poetess, renowned 

freedom fighter, and one of the great writers of her time; popularly known as the Nightingale of India 

for the lyrical charm of her poetry. She explored the Indian sensibility with configuration of the 

Western poetic form. As a gifted writer, her poetry began at the early age of about 12. She wrote at 

a time when India was deep in the political struggle for Independence. Romantic qualities of lyricism, 

and the theme of Indianness are paramount in her writings. In Indian Writing in English, 

Kodaganallur Ramaswami Srinivasa Iyengar writes: Like Rabindranath Tagore and Sri Aurobindo, 

  

I

lyrics. Her lyrics are an expression of her powerful feelings and emotions on the internal and the 

external life on the earth. She is a singer of the first rank in the affair of lyrics on a number of themes 

for the self and the society in the interest of the glorification and elevation of the self. Naidu reveals 

5                   

- -

-player of Brindav

 Golden Threshold, The Bird of Time and The Broken Wing 

were published into one volume, entitled The Sceptered Flute. To a Buddha seated on a lotus, the 

faery isle of janjira, the flute-player of Brindaban, the village-song, longing, bangle sellers, ecstasy, to 

of lyricism, Indianness, and the romanticism but spirituality pervades all.     
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TO A BUDDHA SEATED ON A LOTUS                   

Lord Buddha  a philosopher, mendicant, religious leader, and spiritual teacher of ancient India; is 

the center of interest of the lyric. Naidu has made Lord Buddha a symbol of peace and spiritual 

property, who is far from the crowd and noise of the materialism, and enjoying the life as boon on 

the earth. She explicates:                                     

 -throne, 

                                  With praying eyes and hands elate, 

                                  What mystic rapture dost thou own, 

                                  Immutable and ultimate?  

                                  What peace, unravished of our keen, 

                                  6      
  

Every line of the lyric is a celebration of the alluring personality of Lord Buddha who is responsible 

for Buddhism all over the world. Buddhism encompasses a variety of ethnicity, way of 

life and spiritual practices. The goal is to make life simple, easy, enjoyable, light and peaceful through 

some certain principles and spiritual practices.  

THE FAERY ISLE OF JANJIRA                             

The lyric is a spontaneous overflow of her powerful subjective feelings and emotions on the theme 

of beauty of nature. She experienced and enjoyed amid the fighting for the causes of national interest; 

she was also an active member of the Freedom Movement of India under leadership and guidance 

of Gandhi. Magical charm of the kingdom of the fort of Janjira charmed the poetess more for which 

she admires extremely and effectively. Splendor and allure of the celestial aura compelled her to 

assert the following line:     

                                 

                                 O faery queen of a flowering clime, 

                                 Where life glides by to a delicate measure, 

                                 With the glamour and grace of a far- 7 
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She had been an admirer of the beauty of nature, and when she visited the Kingdom of the Queen 

of Janjira, it was just dreams come true, but she could not stay more there as she had to fulfill her 

pious national cause for the liberation and freedom of the suffering people of the nation. Her spiritual 

notion and emotion is much reflective in the given stanza in which she unfolds: 

                                

                                Your palm-woods burgeon and sea-  

                                Lulled by the rune of the rhythmic waters, 

                                8 

Naidu enjoyed there everlasting beauty of nature: wandering of doves freely, dancing leaves of the 

palm trees in accordance with the tunes of the sea-winds, sonorous rise and fall of the waters, and  

forever greenery of never ending spring. She finally cla

-a-days for which spiritual prospect is needed for making life 

blessed.  

THE FLUTE-PLAYER OF BRINDABAN 

One of the most remarkable devotional lyrics by Naidu is The Flute-Player of Brindaban. Addressed 

to Lord Krishna, the poetess has created such an atmosphere of lure created by the pipe playing of 

Lord. Identical to Meera Bai, Naidu discloses the closes of the rapture of her devotion for God Who 

is Truth, Bliss, Mighty, Eternal, Complete and Omnipresent. Power and the glory of the music of 

the flute-player is the most prevailing for her. She could not stop herself from following the footprints 

of Murlidhar whose music is audible for the poetess. She writes:                  

                                 

                                  9 

 Nothing in the world is as important as the listening of the music of the pipe of the flute player for 

her, so, she ignores everything and everybody only for the sake of the mirth of the song. No place is 

unreachable, naught is unattainable, and not anything can stop her from following the path of Lord 
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because the poetess is madly after the enchantment of the music which is the most powerful and all. 

Naidu explicates:  

                                

                                Shall daunt my winged fool; 

                                No fear of time-unconquered space, 

                                Or light untraveled route, 

                                Impede my heart that pants to drain 

                                10 

 MATERIALISM TORMENTED DICKINSON AND NAIDU          

Material progress of the contemporary world tormented Dickinson and Naidu with its adverse effect 

on human mind that is the reason of all our woe and awe: disorder within order. They contemplated 

and expressed in their lyrics for the creation of a refined world of human, devoid of self-centeredness, 

agitation, anxiety, cacophony, regret and depression, and cut-throat competition, which are the major 

sources of the fracas of the universe of human mind. Both of them endeavored for the resurgence 

and glorification of human life through the eternal drops of their metrical composition which lead to 

the true goal of life: peace, bliss and never-ending ecstasy, emerged from the metaphysical notions 

and emotions for the deliverance of all. 

PARALLELISM IN THEIR POETRY: SPIRITUALITY      

Awareness of the Over-soul, and the Soul, and their relation, the relation of Deity and Aficionado, 

the inner power would establish the peaceful and blissful atmosphere. These stupendous thought 

currents of the lyricists are the path-breaking effort in the convergence of the East and the West. In 

Because I Could Not Stop for Death, Dickinson surrenders herself in the welcome of God, 

for the death before Lord. 

of Brindaban, throwing away all the world and belongings but only for the eternal sound of the flute 

which becomes life-force for her. In both the cases, worldly life has been given up for a spiritual thirst 
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of nectar. Although, there is a basic difference between the ideals of the Asia and the Europe but 

then also both are striving for spiritual progress, and a spiritual aim is intrinsic in their culture and 

civilization which amalgamates both, or all. On the one hand, Dickinson explicates the power and 

the glory of the brain of man for its divinity in her The Brain is Wider than the Sky. She claims and 

proves the divinity of the brain through her narration and argument which is evident in the lyric in 

    

             

CONCLUSION           

Meeting point of the assertion of these two eternal figures from America and India is identical 

through which they wish for the liberation of self and society. The present paper is an attempt to 

corroborate the similarity between the East and the West in the luminosity of the fundamental ethics 

of the spirituality which prefers metaphysical over physical, internal over external, and spirit over 

body. Feelings and emotions of Dickinson and Naidu to incorporate the dynamic and the static 

salvation and elevation is evident which is the focal 

substance of the paper. 
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